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Moving on from Homelessness in North Wiltshire
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Media release

For immediate release

Ref: DWPR0035
Doorway Sponsored SleepOut 2012
Doorway, the Wiltshire charity drop-in centre for homeless and marginalised single adults, is once again organising a sponsored SleepOut on Saturday 28th January 2012 from 7pm until 7am the following morning, at St Andrew’s Church, Chippenham.
The SleepOut has been organised to coincide with both Poverty & Homelessness Action Week and Homelessness Sunday 2012, an annual day of prayer and action marked by over churches, charities and organisations in England, Scotland and Wales, highlighting the devastating effects of homelessness.

After the phenomenal successes of the 2008, 2009 and 2010 SleepOuts, Doorway staff, volunteers and members of the local community will once again be braving the great British winter weather and sleeping rough to increase awareness of homelessness in Wiltshire and raise much needed funds for the Doorway drop-in centre.

The previous SleepOuts have raised over £22,000 and Doorway was featured on BBC Points West television news; live radio interviews on BBC Radio Wiltshire and Heart FM; and articles published in The Wiltshire Times and The Gazette and Herald newspapers
However, we are aiming to increase both the number of participants and the amount of sponsorship this year. 
Recent Government cuts have made the work of Doorway critical. The needs of both the homeless and those in tenancies will become more severe following the welfare reforms. Future cuts in benefits for those not in employment and reductions in housing benefits will also contribute towards an increase in the numbers of people seeking our assistance.

Doorway would like to invite members of the public, businesses and other organisations to support this event by participating in the SleepOut, joining us for the first part of the night, or by publicising the event. 

Pre-registration is essential, so that we know how many people will be attending, to enable us to manage the event safely and efficiently. To pre-register please send a completed registration form for each individual (including children) to the address below.
Information packs, including guidelines and general information regarding the event; registration and sponsorship forms; A4 poster and A5 flyer, can be downloaded from the Doorway website www.doorwayproject.org.uk or obtained by emailing info@doorwayproject.org.uk or telephoning Doorway on 01249 445385.

Thank you for supporting Doorway and please spread the word. 
Whilst we will not be able to replicate the realities of sleeping rough we can increase awareness within our local community.


Remember that although we are giving up a warm bed for the night, we still have one to go back home to in the morning…
- Ends -
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Notes to Editor: 
Doorway
· Doorway was previously a partnership between Develop (formerly CVS North Wiltshire) and The Salvation Army, Chippenham Corps, which began in 2003 and ended in December 2010.

· Doorway is now an independent charity called ‘Doorway Wiltshire Ltd’ Charitable Company Ltd by Guarantee. Registered in England and Wales No. 07232063. Charity No. 1137757
· Doorway is a drop-in for adults aged 16+ who are homeless or at risk of becoming homeless.  

· Many have complex problems including mental health issues, poor education and life skills, drug/alcohol use and unemployment.

· The drop-in is open on Monday mornings from 9.30 to 12.30 pm (last meal at midday) and Thursday afternoons from 12.30 to 3.30pm (last meal at 3pm)

· It is situated in The Salvation Army Hall, Chippenham.

· We offer freshly cooked meals, activities such as music improvisation, IT workshops, creative writing, football training and one to one support from trained staff
· Doorway relieves poverty and sickness and protects and preserves the good health of homeless and disadvantage people by providing a drop-in centre. 
· Our aim is to help people who wish to change their lives to learn new skills and to increase their self-confidence in a friendly, safe environment.

· Doorway is funded by grants and donations from individuals, Churches and a variety of charitable sources 
For further information regarding this news release please contact:

Lisa Lewis

Chief Executive, Doorway
01249 445385 Mobile 07921215250
     

Doorway is currently funded by:-

The Community Foundation for Wiltshire & Swindon, Wiltshire Council Chippenham Area Board,
The Jack Lane Charitable Trust, Walter Guinness Charitable Trust, Co-operative Group Community Fund,

Zurich Community Trust, Ray Harris Charitable Trust, Chippenham Borough Lands Charity & The Woodroffe Benton Foundation

and donations from individuals, Churches and other Organisations.

Doorway Wiltshire Limited, trading as Doorway. 

Charitable Company Ltd by Guarantee registered in England and Wales No. 07232063 
Charity No. 1137757

